== WHAT IS BLOCK WATCH?

Block Watch is a community driven program
which brings neighbours together through
increased communication between themselves
and the police. Block Watches have two
significant commitments: to be concerned
about your neighbour’s property and to report
suspicious activity to the police and your
neighbours.

Objectives of program

e Reduce residential crime

e Establish a sense of community
within neighbourhoods

e Make our communities a better
place to live, work and raise our
children

e Build community/police

relationships

Benefits of Program

e Crime rates drop significantly
e May be eligible for reduction in home
insurance

e Tips on how to better secure your home

Getting Started

With as few as two people from different
households, you can bring Block Watch to
your street or building. The RCMP will screen
and train the Captain and Co-Captain. Contact
the Block Watch Coordinator for additional
information and attend the RCMP detachment
to fill out a Block Watch application form and
a Police Information Check

BLOCK WATCH NEIGHBOURS PROTECT EACH OTHER BY
WATCHING OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING:

- Unfamiliar persons loitering in their
neighbourhood

- Slow moving vehicles circling the block
- Unfamiliar/occupied parked vehicles
- Persons looking into parked vehicles

- Persons going door-to-door (particularly
back doors)

- Any suspicious behaviour or activity
that draws attention, or

- When they hear unusual noises such as

screaming or breaking glass

Crime Prevention tips for improving
home security

Always make sure your home looks and
sounds occupied with timers, lights, window
coverings, and sound. A home that appears
unoccupied will attract a thief’s attention.

Visit your local locksmith to consult on your
home security hardware needs. The
following hardware items are recommended:

e Locking all doors and windows
even when you are home or
working outside.

e 6-12” interlocking plates on all
exterior doors to  prevent
screwdrivers from prying the door
open.

e Heavy duty strike plates with 3-
inch wood screws to strengthen the
door frame and reduce the chances
of the door being kicked or
shouldered.

e Motion activated light sensors
and/or timer lights to illuminate
entry of your home at night. This
allows your neighbours to observe
suspicious activity around your
home.

e A monitored alarm system with
integrated video cameras.




GET INVOLVED - START A
BLOCK WATCH

There are many crime prevention
programs that can help keep you safe,
but none reduce crime in your
neighbourhood more than Block
Watch.

This program of neighbours watching
out for neighbours often contributes to
dramatic drops in crime rates. Some
neighbourhoods have seen crime drop
by as much as 50 percent after they
started their Block Watch program.

ALL SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES
REPORTED TO POLICE

Get started today — application forms
can be picked up and dropped off at the
Port Alberni RCMP located at 4444
Morton st, Monday to Friday between
8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

PROTECTS YOUR VALUABLES

Engrave your B.C. Drivers’ License
number on a non-removable part of each
item of value in your home and keep
record of all items you mark on your
household inventory card

Engravers are available on loan at the
front counter of the RCMP detachment
located at 4444 Morton Street. ID is
required for loan.
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Port Alberni Block Watch Program
Contact:

Dave Cusson
Community Policing Manager

dave.cusson@rcmp-grc.gc.ca
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